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Mantapas or community halls. Jammalamadugu, Vamanur,
Gutty, Rayadurga for silk fabrics, Adavani, Dharmavaram,
for oil production and Chittoor, Cuddapah regions for Jaggery
and Sugar,

In the commercial activities of the period in the
Rayaiaseema, we notice well established infrastructure at
various levels of collection and distribution of commodities.
At the lowest level there was Santalu, or weekly fairs, where
peasants or producers directly sold the products to the
merchants. At the urban level there was peta or santapeta,
or bazaar, In these centres the gathering and transactions
were also larger. It is interesting to note that merchant
communities of Rayaiaseema like Settles, Komati$,
Virabalanjas, Chalumula balanjas and nanadesis were
closely associated wfth the etablishment, organisation and
maintenance of Santaki, Peta and Bazaars. The merchant
giftds emerged as powerful insHtutioras in Rayaiaseema
ckirwig the Vifayanagara Period. The Prasasti of merchant
classes particularly that of Vtrabatanjas indicated the high
ideals and ethical standards kept by them in their
occupations. The philonthropic activities of the merchant
classes suggest the sense of obligation to the society. The
advent of the Portuguese created wider markets m Incfia
and outside for many products of Rayaiaseema. In the
export and import trades of Rayataseema focal merchants
had a share. In the form of transit - duties or custom duties
Rayafaseema merchants contributed much to the revenue
&$ tte Vfaya^agara Government. The coinage system